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Australasian Society for HIV, Viral Hepatitis 

and Sexual Health Medicine (ASHM)

u Not for profit member based organisation

u Support health professionals working in HIV, Viral Hepatitis 
and Sexual Health Medicine 

u Face to face, webinar, online training

u Policy and position statements

u Advocacy for increased scope of practice for health 

professionals

u Australia, New Zealand, Asia and the Pacific region

u Programs

u Nursing

u International

u Viral Hepatitis and Substance Use

u Conference
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Our work with CoNNMO members

u Engage expert nurses for development and review of 

course materials and resources

u Endorsement of relevant courses and resources

u Member representation on relevant committees

u Affiliate ASHM membership for members

AHA APNA

ASHHNA CATSINaM

ACNP CRANAplus

ACN DANA

ANMF ACM
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Australia enjoys international 

acclaim for its revolutionary 

response to hepatitis C, and most 

recently, HIVé

éyet despite these successes, 

stigma and discrimination 

experienced by people with BBV 

accessing healthcare and health 

care workers, may be preventing 

us from optimising these 

achievements.



Lived experience

u https://vimeo.com/267338383

https://vimeo.com/267338383


Removing Barriers Project

u Commonwealth funded project

u 8 interventions

uReception Staff, Nurses, Colleges & Societies, HCW 

Trainees and CME, Data Completeness, OST Costs, AIVL 

Training, RACGP Practice Standards, HCW with BBV

u Intervention 2 ðNurses
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Collaboration of health services, research and community 

partners to address stigma and discrimination to increase 

access to the health system by people at risk of or with HIV, 

hepatitis B and hepatitis C.



Removing Barriers Project

Intervention 2
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Project aim:

Develop an online learning module for nurses that 

addresses stigma, discrimination and structural barriers 

that people at risk of or with HIV, hepatitis B and C 

experience in accessing health services.



Intervention 2 Working group
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OLM policy framework

The following documents provide a framework for the online 

learning module

u NMBA Code of Conduct for nurses

u ICN Code of Ethics for nurses

u ANMF National Practice Standards for Nurses in General 

Practice

u Standard precautions

u National HIV, HBV, HCV and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander BBV and STI strategies (*All of these strategies are 

currently under being redrafted*)
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OLM Learning objectives
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Consider, reflect on and clarify own values, 

assumptions and attitudes about hepatitis B, hepatitis C 

or HIV and the consequences of associated stigma 

and discrimination experienced by people with a BBV 

accessing health care.

Understand and can articulate the negative 

consequences of stigma and discrimination on people 

and communities affected by BBVs and its impact on 

health and wellbeing.



OLM Learning objectives
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Outline key strategies and identify practical 

resources to reduce BBV related stigma and 

discrimination. 

Reflect and translate in to practice ways to 

address  BBV related stigma and discrimination in 

your personal, peer and organisational practice.



OLM Content

u Videos

u People with lived experiences of BBV

u Nurses

u Reflective activities

u Scenarios

u Questions

u Addressing stigma and discrimination related to

u Nurses role in reducing/eliminating stigma and 
discrimination

u Our colleagues with BBVs

u Culture

u Treatment and management

u Disclosure
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A person with hepatitis B has tried to see a GP.  

The GP tells you that they donõt want to treat people 

with hepatitis B because they donõt want their 

service to be seen as a place that treats ôrefugeesõ 

or ôimmigrantsõ and they fear HBV transmission. 

How likely are you to take the same position as the 

GP in not wanting to treat people with hepatitis B?

ÅExtremely unlikely

ÅUnlikely

ÅNot sure, canõt say

ÅLikely

ÅExtremely likely

OLM Reflective activity
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How do you demonstrate a positive, culturally 

safe, respectful, and non -judgmental approach 

to the care you provide?
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Reflective question
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u https://vimeo.com/267744332

Why is this OLM relevant to your 
members?

https://vimeo.com/267744332

