


About Climate and 
Health Alliance (CAHA)

Coalition of health groups www.caha.org.au

Partner and affiliate of Health Care Without Harm www.noharm.org

Coordinate Pacific region of Green and Healthy Hospitals network www.greenhospitals.net

Part of Climate Action Network Australia www.cana.net.au

Founding member and on board of the Global Climate and Health Alliance www.gcha.org

Leading the Our Climate Our Health campaign www.ourclimate-ourhealth.org.au

http://www.caha.org.au/
http://www.noharm.org/
http://www.greenhospitals.net/
http://www.cana.net.au/
http://www.gcha.org/
http://www.ourclimate-ourhealth.org.au/










Climate change poses serious threats 
to the health of people in Australia 
and globally.





How does climate change affect 
human  health?



https://www.caha.org.au/federal_election_2019





Our Climate Our Health 

Sustainable Healthcare 



Global Green and 
Healthy Hospitals 
Global Green and Healthy Hospitals (GGHH) is an international

network of

•Hospitals

•Health care facilities

•Health systems

•Health organizations

Members are dedicated to reducing their environmental

footprint and promoting public and environmental health.

Free to join!





www.ourclimate-ourhealth.org.au

http://www.ourclimate-ourhealth.org.au/


Background to National Strategy on 
Climate, Health and Well-being

A Global Survey on Climate Change and Health 
Policy led by CAHA for the World Federation of 
Public Health Associations (WFPHA) 

First-ever global benchmarking survey of 
national climate and health policy

Evaluated how nations are responding to the 
health impacts of climate change 

Showed Australia lags behind other 
industrialised nations in protecting its citizens 
from the major health risks associated with 
global warming



Paris Agreement

The Paris Agreement 
obliges parties to consider 
citizens ‘right to health’ in 

the context of their 
national climate change 

response. 

Without a national 
strategy, Australia lacks 

any mechanism to ensure 
this occurs. 



It’s time to scale things up





Strategies

1. Propose (and design the solution)

2. Build the movement

3. Change the story

4. Shift the politics

5. Shift the policy



National consultation with 
healthcare stakeholders

June 2016: Discussion Paper: Towards a National Strategy on Climate, Health and 
Well-being

September 2016: Preliminary Report from responses to survey

March-October 2016: Forums, Online Conference, Roundtables, Meetings





Health Leaders Roundtable - Parliament House



1. Why we need a 
National Strategy on 
Climate, Health and 
Well-being for 
Australia

2. The Policy 
Framework for a 
National Strategy on 
Climate, Health and 
Well-being for 
Australia

3. Implementing the 
Strategy



What the framework offers







Supporting organisations (+ 
5,000 individuals)







“The Australian Greens 
will implement a plan to 
tackle the health effects 
of climate change based 
on the National Strategy 
on Climate, Health and 
Wellbeing, and commit 
$2 million over the 
forward estimates to 
this.” 



Leveraging health as a key 
constituency

Building a powerful movement 
in support of climate requires 
the activation of key 
constituencies, to make inaction 
by government/s politically 
untenable. 

The health sector is a powerful 
voice, commanding respect in 
the community and without 
vested interests.



Informing state policy, while 
we work on federal 

Informed the development 
of the Qld Human Health and 
Wellbeing Climate 
Adaptation Plan (developed 
by CAHA and NCCARF, 
released September 2018)

Informing policy in other 
states and territories (WA, 
Tasmania)



Attracting interest of global 
community



The ‘Our Climate Our Health’ Campaign

• Aims to secure National Strategy on Climate Health and 

Wellbeing for Australia

• Convening dialogues between health groups, health 

professionals, researchers and policymakers and 

parliamentarians

• Offering training for Climate-Health Champions

• Creating climate-health mentors for parliamentarians

• Encouraging ‘climate conversations’ & ‘vote climate’

• See more at @ www.ourclimate-ourhealth.org.au

http://www.ourclimate-ourhealth.org.au/












Climate-Health Champions Workshops











We need to talk about it

Most people are concerned about climate 
change and believe that human activity is 
having an impact. 

However the level of community concern is 
generally underestimated, as climate 
change isn’t a topic that people commonly 
discuss with friends and family. 

Talking about climate change can help to 
influence social norms.

As respected and trusted voices, your voice 
is powerful



Climate-Health Champions in action!

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10157299496497146&set=pcb.10157299502122146&type=3&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARCJaV2g61ZZdiSK__1-TutGOuWWT6MVOJN9SdB0eGzBaDNEKaNshcgowdeyQYuTD2JdSNX-3mydy8tj&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC19JaUmF7esAwG01dtoP-h24293MmD_e4b1Oer-n6hRYpDQOm6cEkv4XIEO6xgNJADG4OmAWg9fmMc5FbC4rsBDY-L0-8Vu_U_hUbyQ28M8H56NSBjy8MRSFo-dnEZFzuS9Kcz5hAiJK0hUnTtQcjhZ333MZoJOy10FBTn-OuTatxl963ChMOVjh08QnRMq9hA7Ls11n52H1_vydplkyG8NaISQj4cCNrG8Hu-ve95yjvi44f-tKMh6b_Y0YV5hIdFaCb9TewDkKLEbAZm_ws00yr21B4L3VmE9lZdQ_yPjCTeZonMeAPQfMpWEWL2et8Xqz2mxtKU8mHGtUcwZwELMA
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10157299499122146&set=pcb.10157299502122146&type=3&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARBHyQcLCW_mlQtmTFYykppXs8Ezc82pMIB73wxbaU-6LECsfrrXfcRw1ZXlMnhG3F-YC3hwfOXL6ngc&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC19JaUmF7esAwG01dtoP-h24293MmD_e4b1Oer-n6hRYpDQOm6cEkv4XIEO6xgNJADG4OmAWg9fmMc5FbC4rsBDY-L0-8Vu_U_hUbyQ28M8H56NSBjy8MRSFo-dnEZFzuS9Kcz5hAiJK0hUnTtQcjhZ333MZoJOy10FBTn-OuTatxl963ChMOVjh08QnRMq9hA7Ls11n52H1_vydplkyG8NaISQj4cCNrG8Hu-ve95yjvi44f-tKMh6b_Y0YV5hIdFaCb9TewDkKLEbAZm_ws00yr21B4L3VmE9lZdQ_yPjCTeZonMeAPQfMpWEWL2et8Xqz2mxtKU8mHGtUcwZwELMA
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10157299498372146&set=pcb.10157299502122146&type=3&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARAWzh7UxiMpRM--7Vnvnjxo9X3vNaFzYMIU3UOtkM8a4d0oxS74-Mqmcvgy9XaN1Gq7IbOW43rLX1oj&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC19JaUmF7esAwG01dtoP-h24293MmD_e4b1Oer-n6hRYpDQOm6cEkv4XIEO6xgNJADG4OmAWg9fmMc5FbC4rsBDY-L0-8Vu_U_hUbyQ28M8H56NSBjy8MRSFo-dnEZFzuS9Kcz5hAiJK0hUnTtQcjhZ333MZoJOy10FBTn-OuTatxl963ChMOVjh08QnRMq9hA7Ls11n52H1_vydplkyG8NaISQj4cCNrG8Hu-ve95yjvi44f-tKMh6b_Y0YV5hIdFaCb9TewDkKLEbAZm_ws00yr21B4L3VmE9lZdQ_yPjCTeZonMeAPQfMpWEWL2et8Xqz2mxtKU8mHGtUcwZwELMA
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10157299496927146&set=pcb.10157299502122146&type=3&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARCUjaLWEpPI8Q0Kl4rBoPNY2AQgRE1ZwrdqJNyXd9Vj0S4npMBlHZhN3mkkBaUrjGZqlUMuf7a7wlnE&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC19JaUmF7esAwG01dtoP-h24293MmD_e4b1Oer-n6hRYpDQOm6cEkv4XIEO6xgNJADG4OmAWg9fmMc5FbC4rsBDY-L0-8Vu_U_hUbyQ28M8H56NSBjy8MRSFo-dnEZFzuS9Kcz5hAiJK0hUnTtQcjhZ333MZoJOy10FBTn-OuTatxl963ChMOVjh08QnRMq9hA7Ls11n52H1_vydplkyG8NaISQj4cCNrG8Hu-ve95yjvi44f-tKMh6b_Y0YV5hIdFaCb9TewDkKLEbAZm_ws00yr21B4L3VmE9lZdQ_yPjCTeZonMeAPQfMpWEWL2et8Xqz2mxtKU8mHGtUcwZwELMA


“We all have a choice. We can create 

transformational action that will 

safeguard the living conditions for future 

generations. 

“Or we can continue with our business as 

usual and fail.

“That is up to you and me.”

Swedish climate activist Greta 

Thunberg



What can you do?
oUse your status and passion to influence your colleagues, families 
and communities

oInform and encourage those in positions of influence – professional 
associations, unions, universities to act 

oExpect your elected representatives to protect your interests, and 
respond to your concerns

oDo what you can in your own life to reduce your footprint (eg cycle, 
eat less meat, move your money ie divest from fossils fuels)

oBecome active in advocating for action –join CAHA, become an active 
OCOH supporter







Thank-you!

E: fiona.armstrong@caha.org.au

W: http://www.caha.org.au

W: www.ourclimate-ourhealth.org.au

T: @healthy_climate

F: @climateandhealthalliance

mailto:fiona.armstrong@caha.org.au
http://www.caha.org.au/
http://www.caha.org.au/
http://www.ourclimate-ourhealth.org.au/

