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Rosemary Bryant AO Research Centre
• Established in 2016

• Governance Structure 
• Steering Committee 

• Research Advisory Committee

• Multi-disciplinary Team of 15

• Developed a comprehensive Strategic Plan

• Actively pursuing research grant 
opportunities 

• Progressing strategic research objectives

About the RBRC
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Why we need a CRN
Nursing and midwifery-led research is potentially losing a 
large amount of research funding to its medical research 
counterparts because it’s not able to conduct public good 
research at the same scale via a network

Research conducted by networks are more successful at 
attracting public good health and medical research funding 
than trials that are not supported by a network

 identify important clinical questions

design large trials to answer them. 

Supports unbiased research 

high-quality scientific evidence of the effectiveness or cost 
effectiveness of interventions.

Foster clinical research 

Why we 
need a CRN?



Why we 
need a CRN?

Clinical Trials Networks received 

25% of all clinical trials 

competitive grant funding

This jumps to 50% for 

grants > $1 million

Australian Clinical Trials Alliance. Report on the Activities & Achievements of Clinical Trials Networks. A 
publication for the National Health and Medical Research Council. 2015, ACTA; Melbourne.



Why do we 
need a CRN?

However…

Of the 200 grants funded to 

clinical research networks 
between 2004-2014

Only 9 have gone to nursing and 

midwifery-specific research

Australian Clinical Trials Alliance. Report on the Activities & Achievements of Clinical Trials Networks. A 
publication for the National Health and Medical Research Council. 2015, ACTA; Melbourne.



Three key components to a CRN 

Engaged partners

shared vision & motivation, 

strong leaders, diverse 
representation & consumer input

Infrastructure, 

Governance,  

Executive officer, transparent 
processes

Sustainability,

strong research pipeline 
to trials, a reputable & 
recognised CRN brand, 

sustainable funding, 
innovation & adaptation

Why we 
need a CRN?



Colleagues engaged to date
Member Organisation Role

Professor Claire Rickard Griffith University Director, AVATAR

Professor Jane Phillips University of Technology Sydney Director, IMPACCT

Professor Sandy Middleton Australian Catholic University Director, Nursing Research Institute

Professor Gavin Leslie Curtin University Professor of Critical Care Nursing

Professor Richard Gray La Trobe University Professor Clinical Nursing

Professor Stephen Neville Auckland University of Technology Head of Department of Nursing

Professor Lisa Whitehead Edith Cowan University Professor of Nursing Research

Professor Patsy Yates Queensland University of Technology Deputy Vice Chancellor and Vice President (R&I)

Professor Steve Webb Australian Clinical Trials Alliance Director

Ms Simone Yendle Australian Clinical Trials Alliance General Manager

Ms Fiona Nemeh Australian Clinical Trials Alliance Project Officer

Progress to date



Activities undertaken
Time Activity

May 2020 Presentation to Coalition of National Nursing and Midwifery Org’s (CoNNMO) (Zoom)

October 2019 Presentation to Council of Deans Nursing and Midwifery (ANZ)

Outcome Prepared & distributed to all members a prospectus. It was inviting all universities to 
become FOUNDATION members (circulated December 2019)

September Australian Clinical Trials Alliance (ACTA) Conference Poster Presentation

August Meeting with the National Working Group members to discuss CDNM (ANZ)

July Submitted abstract to ACTA conference to promote the development of the CRN

April Applied for funding to the Rosemary Bryant Foundation for start-up funding –
unsuccessful

March RBRC officered to take on the administration function 

March Kick off meeting about setting up a Nursing and Midwifery CRN – coordinated by ACTA

Progress to date



ACTA poster presentation

Progress to date

Value proposition
Australia and New Zealand will have a coordinated, nursing and 

midwifery CRN focused on improving patient outcomes, advancing 

clinical care through contribution to the evidence base and 

improving the efficiency of the healthcare system.



No need to reinvent…
ACTA has developed numerous documents to 
support the setup of new CRNs

How it could
function

Examples exist of support service models that 
can be adopted to base the network on



Functions of a CRN
Clinical research/trial facilitation Clinical research/trial coordination 

Identification of important clinical questions Direct trial coordination and management 

Collaborative study protocol development Site management 

Peer review and formal endorsement of trials Data management 

Scientific meetings Recruitment of trial participants 

Grant writing Monitoring 

Education/training/mentoring of researchers Statistical analysis 

Advocacy and industry/consumer liaison Regulatory affairs 

Site selection and trial oversight May or may not act as study sponsor 

Clinical guideline development 

How it could
function

Activities that are often undertaken in partnership with clinical trial coordinating centres.



What would success look like?

↑ Cat 1 
funding to 
nurse and 

midwife led 
research

↑ Large scale 
multi-site 
research 
studies

↑ number of 
nursing & 
midwifery 

trialists

Leadership 
opportunities 

for junior 
clinicians & 
researchers

Clinical research 
network 

infrastructure 
platform

Multi-site, 
integrated 

monitoring, 
reporting & 

support 
system

Looking ahead…



Summary

Looking ahead…

An Australasian Clinical Research Network would add significant benefit to the research 
development, dissemination and implementation of nurse- or midwife-led research in the region

It would provide research leadership opportunities, including trial education

It will assist with cross-fertilization of ideas, increase collaborations and reduce research waste

To establish the network, we need the support of multiple parties



Questions
Dr Rosemary Bryant AO
Chair, Rosemary Bryant AO Research Centre, Steering Committee
University of South Australia

Professor Marion Eckert
Director, Rosemary Bryant AO Research Centre
University of South Australia

e:  marion.eckert@unisa.edu.au
w: https://www.unisa.edu.au/research/Health-Research/Research/RBRC/

https://twitter.com/marioneckert5
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